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��������������	� Randy Rathermel, Operations Manager 

It has been a great year for us at The UNION. The new faces, successful ministries and changing lives are abound in our 
community. I would like to thank all of you; volunteers, board members, staff, donors, and prayer support. Without all of 
you we would not experience the success that we do.  
With the holidays fast approaching our youth center becomes a place for many kids to spend time while parents are busy 
shopping, working overtime, or attending holiday parties. Please keep all of these young people in your prayers as you 
go about your busy schedules. As the cold weather draws near we witness a large increase in numbers.  And with this 
comes a need for dedicated volunteers willing to spend their time and energy with us. If you are interested in helping out 
on a Saturday night or at a middle school dance,  contact me for more information.  920.344.9608 or randy@fdlyfc.org. 
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                                                     —Laura Riemersma, Teen  Parents Director  
 

 FdL-YFC’s newest ministry initiative, Teen Parents, was in the planning and development stage at the start of 
this year.  As the Teen Parents (part-time) Ministry Director, my job has been to build relationships with schools, social 
workers, and other social service agencies that would become important resources for us and the young parents and chil-
dren we have the opportunity to work with.  I continue to mentor an 18 year-old mom, who has helped give clear pur-
pose and direction to this ministry.   
 

On May 12th we kicked off our first Teen Parents Club meeting with a Mother’s Day celebration held at the FdL 
YMCA.  This fall we moved our meetings to our YFC Ministry Center. We meet with young moms ages 14-21 each 
Tuesday from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.  Healthy snacks and childcare are provided free.   These young parents are having fun 
getting to know one another, supporting and encouraging one another, and learning about parenting and life skills that 
will help them to be successful parents. They are now contributing in a positive way to their kid’s lives and to their com-
munity.  We’ve brought in guests who have spoken to our group about domestic violence, Shaken baby Syndrome,  

budgeting and saving money, as well as organizing and keeping important documents and 
medical records .   We’ve walked along side a mom who had to make the difficult choice to 
place her baby for adoption;  we’ve celebrated a new birth with a 
baby shower; we’ve encouraged a young lady to get out of an 
abusive relationship; and we are still supporting one struggling 
mom whose children have been placed in the care of Social 
Services while she works at becoming a better parent.  Another 
teen mom doesn’t know who her baby’s father is!         

 

These young women and men have great and varied needs and we have so many op-
portunities to love them and help meet those needs.   Our goal for them is to be...  

 ...more than Involved — but also for them to be Embraced. 
...more than Tutored — Taught. 
...more than Mentored — Loved. 

 

We believe that the power of Christ’s love displayed in the words, actions and lives of YFC staff, volunteers and mentors 
is a powerful thing!    Sufficient to transform the souls of lonely, misguided, troubled young moms and dads!  
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As our juvenile justice ministry continues to grow, the YFC/Fresh Start program has helped us expand our outreach to at-risk 
students.  Led by Jerry Wallendal, this ongoing mentoring and discipleship program strives to have long term, transforma-
tional impact in the lives of students, many who have been incarcerated and come from very difficult backgrounds and experi-
ences.   Jerry has a passion to work with these kids—a passion that is evident every time he talks about a student. 
 

Throughout this past year, ministry continued at both the Fond du Lac and West Bend jails, while offering an “after care” pro-
gram for students after they were released.  Activities included a Brewers game, Timbers Rattlers game, snow tubing, bowling, 
and movie nights.  In addition, students were brought to area youth groups, retreats, the Ascension Convention in Chicago, and 
church services—in the hopes of connecting them to a long term church home. 
 

Our dream is that they are more than just religious—but seeing them become Christ followers… and that they are 
more than rehabilitated — but transformed because they are following Him.  
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It’s a Jungle out there…   
Several years ago, our staff was challenged and encouraged by the words of Ron Hutch-
craft, who admonished us that American students had been described as “the most chal-
lenging mission field of our time.” 

Well, as if we needed the reminder, the shorter days and colder weather again show us 
that our Youth for Christ mission to reach students in mid-Wisconsin does not fit the 
“missionary in the jungle” stereotype.  But there are some similarities… 

Jungle-Tree Top Level:  Some of the work of YFC needs to happen up here:  looking 
at the big picture, searching the horizon, seeking God’s direction for the future of the 
ministry.   This past year, this has meant things like holding a staff retreat,  working 
with our board of directors, updating personnel policies, coaching staff, planning and 
raising our budget. 

Jungle-Branch Level:  I consider this level to be where most of our ministry happens -- 
playing with the monkeys and the squirrels!    What this really means is going to where 
the students are and meeting them at their level.  I had the chance to do some of that this 
year, while hanging out at our youth center on Friday nights and leading one of the mid-
dle school clubs.  At this level, I grew closer to some of the kids, and yes, was indeed 
reminded of their squirreli-ness, but also able to have more of an impact. 

Jungle-Ground Level:  This is where some of the hardest work 
is, but also where it seems God works most.  In the jungle, the 
ground floor is the darkest, where most of the sunlight is blocked 
by the tree canopy above.  With students, it’s where the light is 
most needed.  How true this is.  This past year, my family in-
vested a lot of time at this level… trying to be right on the jungle 
floor with kids, seeing their deepest needs, and walking with kids 
through abandonment, abuse, and the pain of neglectful upbring-
ing.  This has been both challenging and eye-opening, but very 
meaningful, as we try to help them navigate what is at times, a 
difficult course. 

The ground level:  This is where Jesus joined us, when he became 
Emmanuel, God with us.  Walking at our level and meeting our 
deepest needs.  It is our passion to live out that example, being Jesus with skin on, and 
reaching the youth of this generation with the incredible love that He has for us. 

I hope you will be encouraged as you read from each of our staff, about the work 
that God is doing through them.  As you consider your year-end giving, would you 
help a student to be able to experience that same love?   

You are the “key” to opening doors to hope, purpose, and their future. 
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���� .  He is the superhero of Campus Life-Waupun 
this year.  He represents our theme for the year, “Expect the Unexpected.”  Which is what happens 
when God gets involved in your life.  I have experienced this firsthand over the past year. In January 
I preached my first sermon, something I never expected.   In June, the Laconia High School girls fast-
pitch team took second at state, which was very unexpected for a proud coach. At the end of July, we 
brought a group to the national Colorado Camp, and I had the best experience there that I have ever 
had. In October, I became part of the Campus Life Regional Training team, another unexpected 
blessing.  These are just a few of the unexpected things that have happened in my life over the past 
year. God made them happen!  What’s awesome is that I can share these stories with teenagers on a 
weekly basis.   

I have seen some of these kids’ lives change unexpectedly because God became more involved in 
their lives.  God is alive and well today, changing lives and I love being a part of that.   
�
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—Hans Gochenaur, Campus Life Director 
 
 

It’s always interesting to sit and ponder over a year in ministry and see all 
that the Lord has done.  It is fascinating to think of all that has happened  
and all that is yet to be.  And all of this has become because of what we 
CHOSE. 
 

Teens Chose…   
¨ to spend countless hours with myself and other adults pouring over the 

deeper aspects of the Christian faith.  They were challenged to take 
ownership of their faith and to go deeper. 

¨ to make first time commitments to Christ, and have gotten plugged into churches and ministries. 
¨ to join student leadership and our outreach clubs (Beaver Dam High School and the Breakfast Club (Wayland).  

They continue to learn more and more about Christ. 
Those I have coached have experienced unconditional love, some for the first time.  We were able to have many faith 
related conversations and see some come to know the Lord.  They chose, to follow the Lord!   
  

I Chose to remain in a town and a ministry that I sometimes scratch my head, smile, and wonder how I ended up here!  
Since the first time I stepped foot into this town I have felt a unique connection to it…I can’t hardly even explain it ex-
cept to say that I believe it is my mission field.  Not necessarily my “home,” because this life isn’t our home, but my 
“calling.”  I remain here with peace for what I chose. 
 

YOU Chose to support this ministry.  To give me a chance.  To give the volunteers and student leaders a chance to make 
a difference.  As you chose to financially support us, we then were able to dig in and create a stronghold for Christ in this 
town,  so that others could make an informed decision to choose Him. 
 
God Chose us to fight this fight together.  He chose you to support in prayer and/or finances and for me to walk the halls 
and streets and bring that message to teens and even adults who just don’t have much of an understanding of Jesus.  To 
unite adults, organizations, churches, and teens to a common goal of seeing the ,ove of Christ change the lives of people 
in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin.    
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—Steve Daniels, Ministry Coordinator 
 

The year 2009 quickly draws to a close and 2010 is right around the corner.   
An overview of Campus Life-Fond du Lac shows a myriad of activity involving numerous students 
from a variety of socio-economic backgrounds. Following is a random list: 
 

 � � Regular Monday Campus Life Club—games, discussion, biblical truth 
 � � Friday Edition Campus Life for drop-in time 
 �� Hosted a spaghetti fundraising dinner and open house 
 � � Shared and listened to real life personal stories  
 � � Supervised the Walleye Weekend Bike Corral and Lil’ Squirt Floor 
� � � Had a blast at Crane Lake Campus Life Winter Retreat 
 � � Hung out talking in a volunteer’s cozy basement 
 � � Participated in projects for folks needing assistance 
� � � Took students out for “Coke” just to chat about life 
 � � Talked through deeper life issues 
 � � Trekked to YFCamp 2009—summer trip to Colorado 
� � � Dramatic recount of the Biblical Sermon on the Mount 
� � � Followed up with students after a suicide attempt 
� � � Worked through abuse issues with hurting students 
 � � Celebrated students’ birthdays and graduations 
 � � Attended various sports events, concerts and games where students participated. 
 

All this activity centers around building relationships with students who need to know  
Jesus or grow in Him. All that happens at Campus Life, is about individuals.  —  
Yet none of this would happen without a great team of adult leaders who volunteer their time each week investing their 
time and talents into the lives of kids. 

�������'���� � 	�������� —Nichole Oehmcke  

“Campus Life ministry combines healthy relationships with creative programs to help young people make good choices, 
establish a solid foundation for life, and positively impact their schools.  Like every ministry of YFC, Campus Life seeks 
to engage these young people wherever they are found as life-long followers of Jesus Christ.  Campus Life encourages a 
balanced life- mentally, physically, spiritually, and socially.”    (YFC Website) 
 
 

This past year Campus Life M met at The Union ( Youth building in Waupun)  on Tuesday 
nights with about 30 students to talk about topics that are of interest and relevance to the middle 
school aged teen.  Some of the topics have been: family, friends, media influence, self worth, 
and honesty.  We had plenty of games to make things interesting and had special event nights 
like Fear Factor Night, Campus Life Has Talent, as well as bon fires and hay rides. I also met 
up with students at games, music performances, and at the monthly dances at The Union.   
 

The ultimate goal is to build relationships with the students so that we will be able to share 
the Word of God with them so that they will be able to have a relationship with Him.  This 
past year we have had the privilege of seeing six students decide to recommit their lives to 
Christ.  A few other students have a lot of interest in knowing more about God, and have 
plenty of questions that we are still answering.  I  was also excited to hear that a former stu-
dent, which is now in high school, accepted Christ this summer at the Colorado Camp-Quaker 
Ridge! 


