
 
 

One Cold Night... 
Scott Ritzema — Waupun & Rosendale Campus Life 
Area Director 
 

This was the scene a 
text message led me 
to at 11:15 pm on a 
Saturday night. 
 

The temperature was 
–2 degrees, and a 
Campus Life student 
had been sitting at this 
picnic table for an hour 
and a half.  His feet 
and hands had already gone numb.  His girlfriend had 
sent me the text message, stating that they had broken 
up and he had moved his stuff out of the house and was 
out in the cold.    
 

I had known him for a while.  He had moved up to Wau-
pun from down south.  He was a regular at Campus Life 
on Monday nights.  I had even taken him out for coffee 
once and heard his story.  I knew he had nowhere to 
stay.   
 

When I walked up, he lifted his head, and I invited him to 
stay the night at our home.  With a little resistance he 
came with me.  When we walked in the door, Jen 
grabbed a sleeping bag and pillow and offered him some 
food.  The next morning he came to church with us, and 
in the afternoon he was on a train back to his home 
state.   
 

I’m constantly amazed and humbled by how God uses 
Jen and me in this ministry.  This student’s girlfriend 
could have called anyone, or no one, and yet she 
thought of me when she needed help.  I have no idea 
what would have happened if God wouldn’t had led me 
to this young man that cold night, but I’m so thankful He 
did. 
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— God Pursues…  when we are unsuccessful. 

by Jerry Wallendal—YFC/Fresh Start Director  
     

Last September, I was involved with a suicide intervention with a young man named Tyler.  After that 
night I tried to contact Tyler several times but was unsuccessful.  
 

We have been working with another young man for the last 3 years.  He has been at Lincoln Hills Juve-
nile Detention Center and Rawhide Boys Ranch when he wasn’t in Fond du Lac.  We stayed in touch.   
A few months ago he returned to Fond du Lac, and I invited him to a YFC/Fresh Start Pizza-Movie 
night.  He was unable to attend due to current restrictions but said his brother wanted to come.  I had 
one of my volunteers pick him up.  You can imagine my surprise and joy when I realized it was Tyler.  
Yes, the same Tyler from last September!  I had no idea these to boys were brothers, as they had dif-
ferent last names.   
 

Lesson:  Even though I was unable to find Tyler — our mighty God we serve, never stopped pursuing 
him.  Praise the Lord we are now again able to be a part of his life. 
 

Our God is an awesome God!!!!   
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From the Director…  
Ron Riemersma, Executive Director 
 

But first…  
 
 
                                                 For many… 
resolutions, goals, and planning.   Clean-
ing the desk and purging the files.  Each of 
these are popular, mostly beneficial, and 
yet difficult to follow through with.  I did 
manage to take some time and organize 
my desk and recycle one or two trees 
worth, but I admit that like many resolu-
tions by this time, my work space has 
slowly given in to the law of atrophy.  And I 
have ideas about goals and planning — 
but the emails, voicemails, and everyday 
tasks have crowded out the time needed 
to do these well.   Already there are trips 
being planned, fundraisers to hold, kids 
who want to meet, and volunteers to de-
velop. 
 

God’s word advises: 
“Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow 
we will go into such and such a town and 
spend a year…”    James 4:13 
“Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we 
will live and do this or that.” James 4:15 
 

I look forward to working with our staff and 
seeing all that God has in store for us in 
the coming year.  
 

Yes, there are plans to be made, goals to 
achieve—but first , I want to remember to 
seek God and submit this year, each day, 
to Him. 



Saturday Nights at The UNION 
Randy Rathermel, Operations Manager  
The UNION (Waupun Youth Center) 
 

So many passionate and determined people 
choose to volunteer on Sat nights to meet with 
kids and learn their stories over a game of basket-
ball, a quiet movie, or a chocolate chip cookie.  
The UNION provides a safe environment for many 
of our area youth.  

I appreciate all of our volunteers.  I invite you to 
join us in assuring that these students stories are 
heard and cared for . If you are interested in vol-
unteering or in other ways of contributing to the 
Union Youth Center feel free to contact me at :  
randy@fdlyfc.org or 920-344-9608. 

“FACE” Time:  The heart of Campus Life 
Steve Daniels—FdL Campus Life 

As much as I rave about how the social networking site Face-
book has been really a valuable tool for staying connected 
with students and friends, NOTHING TOPS A FACE-TO-
FACE CONVERSATION with a live  teenager. Jesus was all 
about engaging people in real conversations. I simply love to 
hear students’ “Highs and Lows” of the week; or hear that they 
would “rather eat pickles than beats;” or hear a young lady’s 
concern for a troubled family member; or of a young man’s 
struggle to stay out of trouble and out of jail; or to hear a 
young man had a chance to share his faith with a friend!  
 

Yet, as I think about all the ways I get to build conversations 
through Campus Life in Fond du Lac, I am even more encour-
aged to know there are numerous other adults alongside hav-
ing meaningful conversations with youth all week long. The 
work that God is doing in individuals multiplies as other caring 
adults choose to get connected directly to the lives of stu-
dents. As we regularly meet on Mondays for Campus Life 
Club, hang out at Friday Edition at 303, or going to Winter Re-
treat or to YFCamp in the summer, all that we do aims toward 
meaningful conversations where teens are challenged to con-
sider a life:  whole with Jesus. 

A New Year…  New GOALS! 
 

In the second official year of ministry in Beaver 
Dam (reaching out to both Wayland Academy and 
Beaver Dam HS) we have seen many ways of 
growth: an increase in one-on-one appointments, 
in kids making decisions to follow Christ, in large 
group numbers, in student leadership numbers, in 
steering committee involvement... to name a few.  
But with a new year comes new goals and dreams 
for the future of this growing ministry!  Here is a 
glimpse into some of what is being discussed and 
acted on! 
 

We are finalizing our first summer internship with 
Beaver Dam Campus Life!  MORE DETAILS TO 
COME! 
 

Our 2nd Annual Beaver Dam Campus Life Bowl-a-
thon is March 7th.    We hope to build upon a 
TREMENDOUS first year! 
 

We are planning our first (Colorado) summer trip 
We are anxious to see how many students sign up 
to go! 
 

Things are shaping up for a great close to this 
school year and start to the summer.  Stay tuned 
for more details as Beaver Dam Campus Life 
GROWS!!!  

Nichole Oehmcke, Staff 
 

How is Middle School Campus Life going in Waupun?   
Well, we have a good number of kids coming, and a good mix 
of boys and girls (exciting change).  Volunteers, that have a 
passion for this age group, are still needed.  We have a 
strong need for another male volunteer.  
If this is YOU...    please call the main office or contact me 
directly:   920-960-9876. 
 

We are presently working on a series of lessons called 
“Extreme Makeover”.  These lessons are not aimed at out-
ward beauty, but instead — who students are as individuals 
and how they impact the world around them.  Things such as 
encouragement, acceptance, respect, and honesty are 
looked at from a biblical viewpoint.  
 

The annual Fear Factor Night is in the works for February, 
which is highly anticipated by the kids! 
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Hans Gochenaur, Director 

 
 
                                                                  
                                                                 Laura Riemersma — Ministry Director 

The Christmas season allowed for a platform to share the story of God’s son coming 
into our world.  We had great discussion in our group and the girls who are far from 
God right now moved in a little closer, challenging me and asking questions.  Doors 
are opening—ever so slightly.   
 

One of the Fond du Lac agencies that we collaborate with referred a group of adults 
to Teen Parents.  This group adopted our group to provide everything needed for a 
wonderful Christmas party for our teen families.  It was fun to see these adults come 
in and play with the young children and hold babies while the teen moms and dads 
talked and ate together.  Then Santa showed up ringing his bells and carrying a big 
sack!  The kids squealed with delight and then waited, not so patiently, for their turn to 
sit on his lap while he opened his bag of gifts.  Each family received gifts bought spe-
cifically for them, including toys and clothes for the kids and practical gifts for the par-
ents.  The young moms were really touched by the generosity shown by complete 
strangers—it was the first time some of them had such a Christmas!  I felt very fortu-
nate to be a part of it all.         
 

Looking ahead…  There is so much to do and so much potential with this group that it can be overwhelming for me 
at times.  I’m thankful for two volunteers who have been checking out Teen Parents and have decided to jump in 
and help plan and lead discussions each week.   Another individual stepped up to creatively produce our first (and 
hopefully regular) Parenting Matters  newsletter, full of colorful ideas and advice on parenting, safety, budgeting, 
shopping and cooking, character building challenges, and more.  The girls said   “It was so cool getting something 
fun in the mail.”   Thank you Misty, Karla and Karen!  These volunteers are an answer to prayers. 
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